Proposed changes for the Code of Practice on Noise from Ice-Cream Van Chimes Etc. 1982

The options for the consultation on the Code of Practice on Noise from Ice-Cream Van Chimes Etc. 1982 are:

1. Keep the Code as it is (i.e. make no changes)

2. Keep the Code but make it less restrictive (i.e. make changes to the suggested rules for sounding chimes)
3. Keep the Code but in the form of an Industry Code of Practice (led and managed by relevant industry bodies, rather than the Government) 

4. Get rid of the Code

Below are the possible proposals to be included under Option 2 (‘Keep the Code but make it less restrictive’) in the planned consultation. 

1. Current provision: 
Do not sound chime for longer than 4 seconds at a time 

Proposal: 
Do not sound chimes for longer than 10 / 12 seconds at a time. 

2. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes more often than once every 3 minutes 

Proposal: 
Do not sound chimes more often than once every 2 minutes 

3. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes when the vehicle is stationary 

Proposal: 
Do not sound chimes more than once when vehicle is stationary 

4. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes except on approach to a selling point 

Proposal: 
(No change)

5. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes when in sight of another vehicle which is trading 

Proposal: 
(No change) 

6. Current provision:

Do not sound chimes when within 50 metres of schools (during school hours), hospitals, and places of worship (on Sundays and other recognised day of worship)

Proposal:

(No change)
7. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes more often than once every 2 hours in the same length of street 

Proposal: 
(No change)

8. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes louder than 80dB(A) at 7.5 meters 

Proposal: 
(No change) 

9. Current provision: 
Do not sound chimes as loudly in quiet areas or narrow streets as elsewhere 

Proposal: 
(No change) 

Finally, we are also considering including in the consultation a proposal to change the time restrictions outlined in the Control of Pollution Act 1974: 
10. Current provision: 
It is an offence to sound your chimes before 12:00 noon or after 7:00pm 

Proposal: 
Industry bodies have expressed an interest in a change to the times between which it is an offence to sound your chimes (for example to before 11:00am or after 8:00pm).
Please note that this last proposal (changing the time restrictions) would require a change to primary legislation and would therefore take longer to come into effect, if it were accepted. 

